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Australia is really big !
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LONG TRACK RECORD IN WORLD-CLASS INNOVATION
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INVENTIVE AUSTRALIA

• Bionic Ear

› The cochlear implant, designed to help the hearing impaired and profoundly deaf, 
was invented by Professor Graeme Clark of the University of Melbourne

• Wi-Fi

› In 2000, using the mathematical formulas known as Fourier transforms, John 
O'Sullivan, Graham Daniels, John Deane, Diethelm Ostry and Terry Percival, 
working under the CSIRO and another organisation, Radiata, developed the first 
wireless transfer of data in a local area network

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mrc-cbu.cam.ac.uk/panel/news/16/bionicear.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mrc-cbu.cam.ac.uk/panel/news/16/&usg=__RxNVpxPywpCTk0hmk2yutxFZ-x4=&h=333&w=300&sz=41&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=SPfPBCUl9BBXxM:&tbnh=119&tbnw=107&prev=/images?q=bionic+ear&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mrc-cbu.cam.ac.uk/panel/news/16/bionicear.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mrc-cbu.cam.ac.uk/panel/news/16/&usg=__RxNVpxPywpCTk0hmk2yutxFZ-x4=&h=333&w=300&sz=41&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=SPfPBCUl9BBXxM:&tbnh=119&tbnw=107&prev=/images?q=bionic+ear&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G


AUSTRALIA KEY FACTS

Economy US$1.2 trillion GDP 

• 5th largest in Asia-Pacific region

• GDP Per Capita US$55K

• 70% services economy

Population 23 million

Culture • Multicultural, multiracial, multilingual

• Aboriginal heritage

Geography World’s 6th largest country

• 7,682,300 sq km

• 36,735 km-long coastline

Political 

Environment

Democratic / Westminster system

Federation formed in 1901

Three tiers of government

• Commonwealth (national)  

government

• Six state and two territory 

governments

• Local government



Australia Unlimited

DEMOGRAPHICS

• 23 million people  - Approx. 25% born overseas

• English the main language, but more than 200 spoken including Italian, 

Greek, Chinese, Vietnamese and Tagalog

• Over 85% of the population live within 50 km of the coast

• Over 60% of the population live in 5 cities – Sydney, Melbourne, 

Brisbane, Perth & Adelaide

• These 5 cities consistently appear in the top ten of the EIU’s list of most 

liveable cities in the world



• 26 years of consecutive growth

• “Free trade” economy (few subsidies)

• Low sovereign risk

• Stable institutions, sound regulatory frameworks

• Australia welcomes foreign investment

AUSTRALIA IS AN OPEN, RESILIENT ECONOMY
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TRADE RELATIONSHIP

EU & Australia 

• Two-way trade valued at approximately $96 billion in 2016

Croatia & Australia

• Two-way trade valued at approximately $154 million in 2016

• Major imports include food products, electric machinery and parts, and 

non-electric engines and motors.



BUSINESS
A GOOD 
PLACE TO DO 
BUSINESS
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Almost

30%
of Australia’s labour force was 
born

OVERSEAS

1 in 10
Australians speak an 

Asian language at 

home

DIVERSIFIED WORKFORCE
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FOREIGN INVESTORS UNDERTAKING SIGNIFICANT R&D

• Bayer Collaboration with the CSIRO to develop a 

new generation of crops

• Boeing 22-year partnership with the CSIRO

• Canon 20 years of R&D in Australia with the CSIRO, 

University of Sydney and UNSW

• IBM Collaborating with the University of 

Melbourne to develop sequencing technology 

using supercomputers

• GE An R&D alliance with the CSIRO to address 
global challenges – ageing population, water 

conservation and clean technologies



•Strong business, 

cultural and 

political ties to 

Asia

• “Testing ground” 

for products and 

services

GATEWAY TO ASIA



Asia
30%

North America
27%

European Union
22%

Latin America and 
the Caribbean

7%

Africa and 
Middle East

7%

Other
7%

ASIA HAS THE GREATEST SHARE OF GLOBAL GDP

Source: IMF World Economic Outlook database, April 2016; Austrade



(under active scoping or consideration)
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People

• High productivity; resilient

• Highly educated workforce

• Excellent research 
institutions

• Early adapters and 
innovators

Products

• Direct access to quality inputs

• Abundant land and natural 
resources

• Biosecurity bonus; traceability

• Sustainability and health 
credentials

Places

• Proximity to Asia

• FTAs

• Sophisticated domestic market 
as a base to scale up into Asia

• Stability

PEOPLE: PRODUCTS: PLACES



OPPORTUNITIES



RETAIL

Australia has substantial liquid assets, a high standard of living, and 

a population with strong demand for high quality products.



27Presentation Title

Australia Supermarkets and Grocery Stores

http://clients1.ibisworld.com.au/reports/au/industry/default.aspx?entid=1834
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Furniture Retailing in Australia
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Houseware Retailing in Australia
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Liquor Retailing in Australia
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Sport and Camping Equipment Retailing in Australia
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MAJOR INFRASTRUCTURE

• Strong demand for infrastructure investment

• fast population growth

• high levels of urbanisation

• increase in freight volumes

• Australian Government to spend $50 billion on 

infrastructure in addition to state and territory budgets

• The Government’s Asset Recycling Initiative will unlock 

a further $23 billion in greenfield infrastructure

• Infrastructure Australia’s 15 year plan for future 

infrastructure projects

• A coordinated pipeline of infrastructure projects on the 

National Infrastructure Construction Schedule

• Long track record of privatising public assets and one of 

the world’s most sophisticated PPP markets
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INFRASTRUCTURE

•

34
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Download from  http://infrastructureaustralia.gov.au

http://infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/
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TOURISM INFRASTRUCTURE

• Tourism’s direct contribution to GDP is A$43.4 billion or 2.7% 

• It directly employs 534,000 people in tourism related 

industries and is Australia’s largest services export at $27.2 

billion or 8.2% of total Australian exports

• Globally, Australia is: 

• 11th for tourism receipts

• 1st for spend per visitor2

• Australia had 7.34 million visitor arrivals for year ending 

November 2015, an increase of 7.2 per cent relative to the 

previous year3

• In January 2016 it was announced that in the year to 

November 2015 Chinese visitors to Australia surpassed 1 

million for the first time3

• Chinese spending on tourism is now almost five times what it 

was eight years ago, with a move away from group to 

independent travel4



38Presentation Title



DEFENCE

Australia will spend approximately A$200 billion over the next ten 

years under the Integrated Investment Program on new military 

hardware.

In December 2016, Australia and France signed an agreement for 

the development and construction of 12 submarines under the 

Royal Australian Navy’s SEA 1000 Future Submarine Program. 

The total cost is estimated at A$50 billion (US$38.13 billion).

http://sea1000.gov.au/
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http://sea1000.gov.au/



RESOURCES AND ENERGY

Abundant mineral and primary energy resources 

• World’s largest economic demonstrated resources of 

mineral sands (rutile and zircon), brown coal, 

uranium, nickel, zinc and lead 

• Top six producer worldwide for bauxite, black coal, 

copper, gold, iron ore and industrial diamond

• Significant solar and wind resources

Unconventional gas (exploration and production)

• Proven plus probable reserves of coal seam gas 

estimated at more than 130 years of production life 

Oil and gas supply chains

• World’s third largest exporter of LNG 

• Seven ‘mega’ committed LNG projects 

• LNG exports projected to increase threefold by 

2016–17 

Energy efficiency

• Opportunities in remote renewables, including 

servicing the resources sector



AGRICULTURE AND FOOD

• A$173.4 billion agrifood sector

• Global top seven food producer; 60 per cent of all 

agricultural and food production is exported

Australia is known for:

• producing safe, traceable and healthy food

• world-leading R&D backed by a highly skilled 

workforce

• access to and understanding of fast-growing Asian 

markets

• geographic diversity and temperate, varied climate



MEDICAL TECHNOLOGIES

Australia has world-class researchers developing medical 

technologies, devices and pharmaceutical goods. Australia has a 

long-standing track record for developing innovations such as 

Bionic ear, cervical cancer vaccine and extended wear contact 

lens.

Australian Biotech innovation ranked 4th globally in 2015.

Investors will find:

• quality universities, public and private research institutions and 

infrastructure

• world-leading companies: CSL, ResMed, Cochlear

• R&D strengths, including in:

• human therapeutics including tropical medicine

• medical devices 

• digital health.

• Secure funding for medical research and to assist 

commercialisation. 

• Medical Research Future Fund will build to a A$20bn 

perpetual fund by 2022-23.

• A$250mill Biomedical Translation Fund, being set up in 

2016.



ICT AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

The Australian digital economy is worth A$79bn, or 5.1 per 

cent of GDP — bigger than traditional sectors such as 

agriculture, retail and transport. This is forecast to grow to 

A$139bn, or 7.3 per cent of GDP, by 2020 (Deloitte Access 

Economics). 

Globally Australia is ranked:

• 2nd for cloud computing policies with recognised strong 

privacy and data regulations

• 9th in government online services

• 2nd behind the US for cybersecurity maturity

• 3rd for wireless broadband penetration.

Australia’s ICT R&D is world class, with strengths in:

• sensing and monitoring

• data analytics 

• automation. 

These capabilities are applied in traditional industries like 

agriculture and mining, as well as emerging fields including 

logistics, finance, the environment and cybersecurity.

Global investments include regional headquarters, technical 

and security centres, and specialised R&D facilities.



ADVANCED MATERIALS

Manufacturing makes up 7 per cent of Australia’s value-added GDP. 

Our aerospace industry alone generates around A$4 billion a year, 

comprises 830 firms and employs over 14,000 people.

Australian research institutions are working with industry to develop 

advanced materials with unique properties, like carbon fibre and 

titanium that are lighter and stronger. 

Australia has:

• an excellent track record in achieving commercial success, 

including:

• carbon fibre for aerospace, automotive and industrial 

applications

• light metals processing, including additive manufacturing

• bioproducts for medical and industrial use

• photovoltaic cells – silicon and polymer-based thin film solar

• world class research capabilities, institutions and infrastructure, 

including:

• A$100m Australian Future Fibres Research and Innovation 

Centre, exploring carbon fibres, polymers and nanofibres

• Australian Advanced Manufacturing Research Centre, a 

collaboration between Boeing and Swinburne University.

• Australia’s national science agency CSIRO (inventor of 

polymer bank notes and high speed wifi).
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https://www.business.gov.au/
www.business.gov.au
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Want to learn more?

www.dfat.gov.au

www.austrade.gov.au


